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CHARITY  REFORM  PAPERS. 

No.  2. 

7/ he  present  Public  and  Charitable  Pro- 
vision for  IMBECILES , compared 
with  the  existing  Legislation  respecting 
the?n. 


In  January,  1877,  the  number  of  imbeciles  requiring  the  benefits  of 
public  administration  was  calculated  to  be  28,348,  of  whom  10,599 
were  under  20  years,  and  17,749  were  above  that  age— the  equality 
of  the  sexes  being  remarkable.  Of  these  only  1,210,  or  3 per  cent, 
of  the  whole,  are  in  charitable  institutions.  Of  the  rest  there  were 
at  that  date  in  the  Metropolitan  District  Asylums  4,205,  all 
excellently  cared  for,  and  the  young  separated  from  adults,  and 
educated,  trained  and  improved,  whilst  the  country  cases  were 
neglected  in  workhouses,  misplaced  in  lunatic  asylums,  or  living  as 
out-door  paupers  weighing  down  the  energies  of  poor  families,  and 
merely  kept  alive  without  teaching  or  training  of  any  kind. 

It  is  only  within  the  last  few  years  that  the  distinction  between 
the  feeble-minded  and  lunatics  has  been  appreciated,  but  their  cases 
really  are  totally  different.  The  latter  is  suffering  under  disease  of  the 
brain — the  former  only  under  want  of  development,  or  from  loss  of 
mental  power,  arising  from  illness  or  accident.  When  properly  cared 
for,  educated  and  trained,  the  feeble-minded  are  capable  of  great  and 
continued  improvement.  Imbeciles  who  were  unmanageable,  mis- 
chievous and  self-willed  at  home,  become  orderly  and  obedient  in 
the  asylum,  but  from  their  peculiar  propensities,  their  excitability, 
or  their  inertness,  they  require  constant  supervision  and  intelligent 
companionship  to  guide  and  control  them.  Many  are  dumb  or  have 
very  imperfect  speech — some  are  of  uncleanly  habits— many  cannot 
dress  themselves,  but  the  improvement  effected  by  instruction  and 
industrial  training  is  marked  and  encouraging.  Elementary  school 
lessons  are  given,  and  the  more  advanced  cases  are  taught  trades. 

There  are  large  numbers  of  the  adult  imbeciles,  and  of  adult  harm- 
less lunatics,  who  are  proper  to  be  taken  care  of  together  in  custodial 
mstitutions,  and  these  combined  classes  of  adults  in  the  Metropolitan 
area  form  the  residents  in  the  great  asylums  provided  by  the  Metro- 
politan  Asylum  Board  at  Leavesden  and  Caterham.  The  cost  of  the 
buildings  and  staff  is  paid  for  out  of  the  common  fund  of  the  Metro- 
polis, the  cost  of  the  buildings  being  thrown  over  60  years,  and  the 
maintenance  charges  are  paid  by  the  Guardians  of  the  respective 
These  custodial  asylums  are  built  each  to  accommodate 
l|0  mmates,  which  is  found  to  be  the  number  to  be  most  cheaply 
8411  Wlth  as  to  staff  and  management.  One  very  beneficial  effect  is 
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to  relieve  the  county  asylums  of  all  but  the  acute  eases,  whilst  they 
take  out  of  the  workhouses,  and  treat  in  the  most  kind  and  scientific 
way  cases  which  the  Guardians  have  none  of  the  appliances  for  deal- 
ing with.  This  classification  is  found  to  allow  a great  saving  ot 
funds,  as  well  as  much  greater  comfort  to  the  inmates,  who  are 
trained  and  usefully  employed,  and  amused  and  made  as  happy  as 
is  possible.  One  half  the  staff  necessary  in  lunatic  asylums  is  suf- 
ficient for  these  easily  managed  custodial  institutions.  In  fact, 
within  the  Metropolitan  area  the  feeble-minded  adults  are  treated  in 
the  best  possible  manner,  and  the  institutions  are  models  of  excellence 
and  cheapness,  which  should  be  followed  throughout  the  country. 

Economy  in  management  can  only  be  obtained  in  properly  con- 
structed buildings  on  the  pavilion  or  block  system,  which  save 
greatly  in  room,  management,  and  supervision.  One  administrative 
block,  and  one  or  more  pavilions  built  on  either  side  attached  by  a 
corridor,  will  admit  of  cheap  extension  as  fresh  accommodation  is 
required.  At  Leavesdeu  and  Caterham  the  weekly  cost  is  8s.  6 d. 
against  18s.  in  private  asylums.  Disused  workhouses  and  prisons 
are,  from  their  construction,  unsuitable,  and  would  be  much  more 
costly  in  management,  but  to  relieve  the  present  urgent  want  of 
room,  some  of  these  buildings  might  be  used  till  proper  buildings 
can  be  erected,  and,  under  the  Act  of  last  Session,  any  number  of 
unions  in  the  country  may  combine  to  make  use  of  these. 

As  to  the  imbecile  children  within  the  Metropolitan  area,  the 
Asylum  Board  has  built  an  asylum  at  Darenth,  near  Dartford, 
capable  of  holding  500,  which  is  found  to  be  the  cheapest  number 
for  the  young,  and  here  such  of  the  children  as  are  capable  are 
taught  trades  and  useful  occupations,  and  their  education  is  carried 
on  so  as  to  fit  the  best  of  them  to  earn,  at  all  events,  a part  of  their 
living  when  adult ; and,  whilst  nearly  all  are  improved,  they  are 
taught  to  employ  and  amuse  themselves,  and  to  be  less  burdensome 
to  their  friends. 

Outside  the  charmed  circle  ruled  over  by  the  Metropolitan  Board 
there  are  no  such  public  institutions—  there  is  no  separation  of 
children  and  adults — there  are  no  public  efficient  schools,  but  imbe- 
ciles, young  and  old,  are  either  mixed  up  with  the  lunatics  in  county 
asylums,  to  the  great  injury  of  both,  or  they  are  shut  up  in  work- 
houses  where  there  are  no  means  of  treating  them  properly  or  im- 
proving them,  or  they  are  living  outside  on  out-door  relief,  or  with 
friends  who  don’t  know  what  to  do  with  them,  from  their  not  having 
been  educated  and  trained  when  young. 

The  only  institutions  outside  the  Metropolis  where  the  children 
can  be  educated  and  properly  trained  are  the  subscription  charities, 
and  they  contain  altogether  only  about  1,210.  These  are  the  Earls- 
wood  Asylum,  containing  580  cases  ; the  Royal  Albert  Asylum,  at 
Lancaster,  for  the  seven  northern  counties,  containing  420-p  the 
Essex  Hall  Asylum,  at  Colchester,  containing  Hi;  the  Western  Coun- 
ties’ Asylum,  at  Staroross,  containing  W;- and  the  Midland  Counties" 
Asylum,  at  Knowle,  near  Birmingham,  containing  40.  Admission 
to  these  can  only  be  obtained  through  the  voting  system  or  upon 
rates  of  payment  beyond  the  means  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  the 
Northern  Counties  and  the  Starcross  Asylums  alone  admit  pauper 
cases,  that  is,  none  of  the  others  take  payment  from  the  Guardians  for 
such  cases  as  they  admit,  though  properly  belonging  to  the  poor  law. 
lhe  proportion  of  pauper  cases  taken  at  the  Royal  Albert  Asylum, 
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at  Lancaster,  is  limited  to  one-tentli  of  the  total  number  in  the 
asylum ; but  these  pauper  cases  must  belong  to  one  of  the  seven 
northern  counties,  and  they  are  charged  according  to  the  rate  in  the 
lunatic  asylum  for  the  county  from  which  they  come,  with  three 
guineas  more  for  clothing,  and  the  Guardians  receive  back  the  Go- 
vernment allowance  of  4s.  per  week  towards  the  cost.  Only  train- 
able  cases  are  eligible,  and  the  election  cases  are  taken  for  one  year 
on  probation,  and  then  continued  for  six  years  longer.  There  is  room 
for  180  more  in  this  asylum. 

Such,  however,  is  the  rush  to  get  children  into  the  charity  insti- 
tutions, that  at  Earlswood  there  are  always  long  lists  of  candidates 
both  from  town  and  country,  of  whom,  after  great  expense  and 
anxiety,  only  a small  percentage  is  admitted  half-yearly,  and  then 
only  for  5 years,  excepting  a small  number  elected  annually  of  life 
cases,  to  the  extent  of  100  cases  altogether.  Of  those  now  in  the 
asylums,  the  large  proportion  of  four-fifths  consists  of  cases  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  properly  belonging  to  the  Poor  Law,  only  they 
are  not  paid  for  by  the  Guardians,  but  get  in  free  at  the  expense  of 
the  Charity.  Of  late  Earlswood  has  placed  on  a separate  list  those 
candidates  whose  parents  can  contribute  a part  towards  their  sup- 
port, but  these  also  have  to  undergo  the  voting  system  with  a con- 
stituency of  12,000  subscribers.  There  is  room  in  the  asylum 
for  about  50  additional  cases.  Education  and  training  should  be 
begun  at  an  early  age,  and  yet  recently  at  Earlswood  only  35  were 
between  7 and  10  years  of  age,  and  122  between  10  and  15,  making 
together  only  one  fourth  of  the  total  number  in  the  asylum.  Amongst 
those  in  the  charity  institutions  there  are  more  than  100  cases  whose 
payments  range  from  £50  to  200  guineas  per  annum,  and  who  evi- 
dently to  that  extent  fill  up  the  asylums,  and  prevent  really  poor 
cases  being  admitted.  There  is  also  no  reason  whatever  why  the 
Earlswood  Asylum  should  take  in  any  poor  Metropolitan  cases,  since 
they  can  all  be  treated  for  nothing  at  Darenth,  and  thus  more  room 
would  be  made  for  other  suitable  outside  cases. 

The  effect  of  all  this  chaos  is  that  only  the  Metropolitan  children 
and  those  in  the  charity  institutions  are  being  educated  and  trained 
at  all.  There  are  numberless  cases  in  which  the  children  are  kept  at 
home,  weighing  down  the  energies  of  a poor  family,  which  cannot 
afford  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  voting  system,  and  does  not  know 
how  to  invoke  the  aid  of  the  Guardians  to  get  the  child  even  into 
any  of  the  county  lunatic  asylums,  which  though  not  adapted  for 
imbeciles,  are  better  than  keeping  bad  cases  of  children  at  home. 

It  is  desirable  therefore  that  the  public  and  the  subscribers  to 
charities  should  know  what  is  the  outcome  of  the  system  as  it  now 
stands;  and  that  it  should  be  made  widely  known  what  are  the 
legislative  provisions  in  the  Metropolis  and  throughout  the  provinces, 
which  already  exist  for  getting  imbeciles  into  institutions  through  the 
aid  of  the  Guardians,  and  for  new  buildings. 

The  aim  of  this  legislation  whether  successful  or  not  appears  to 
be  that,  the  Guardians,  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  have  the  power  to  send  imbeciles  at  the  cost  of  the  rates  to 
any  suitable  institution,  in  which  there  may  be  room  for  patients. 
The  legislation,  enlarged  as  it  is  by  the  Aot  of  last  Session,  is  all 
that  is  wanted  to  give  powers  to  Guardians,  but  the  crowning  defect 
is  that  there  are  no  proper  public  imbecile  asylums  to  which  to  send 
the  cases,  and  meantime  the  county  lunatic  asylums  and  the  work- 
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houses,  unfitted  as  they  are  for  imbeciles,  are  the  only  public  places 
to  which  they  can  be  sent. 

The  magistrates  have  always  had  power  to  build  asylums  for 
lunatics,  under  which  name  imbeciles  are  included,  but  being  per- 
missive only,  they  have  not  been  built,  and  the  needs  are  now  so 
imperative,  that  it  should  be  made  compulsory  to  erect  custodial 
institutions  to  hold  2,000  adults,  and  school  asylums  for  the  young 
on  the  scale  of  that  at  Darenth,  to  contain  500  each,  to  be  used 
irrespective  of  county  boundaries. 

Until  this  is  done,  if  all  pauper  cases  are  left  to  the  Guardians, 
there  will  be  so  much  the  more  room  in  the  charity  institutions  for 
those  cases  where  parents  can  pay  a larger  or  smaller  portion 
according  to  their  means,  of  the  cost.  Private  charity  is  obviously 
insufficient  to  the  task  of  caring  for  all,  and  public  administration 
only  is  adequate  to  deal  with  the  number  who  require  assistance. 

The  present  modes  of  payment  for  these  classes  in  public  insti- 
tutions also  shew  clearly  the  patchwork  system  under  which  they 
are  governed. 

(а)  In  the  Metropolitan  area  the  cost  of  buildings  and  staff  is 
paid  out  of  the  common  fund,  and  the  maintenance  and 
clothing  by  the  respective  unions,  and  no  allowance  is 
made  from  the  Treasury. 

(б)  In  county  asylums  the  buildings  and  staff  are  paid  out  of  the 

county  rates,  whilst  the  maintenance  and  clothing  are  paid 
by  the  unions,  which  receive  the  Treasury  allowance  of  4s. 
per  week. 

(c)  As  to  those  kept  in  union-houses  the  whole  cost  is  paid  by 
the  unions,  who  have  thus  the  direct  inducement  improperly 
to  send  the  harmless  cases  to  the  county  asylums,  where 
they  get  back  the  4s.  from  the  Treasury. 

The  county  asylums  are  under  the  Home  office,  whilst  all  the 
others  are  under  the  Local  Government  Board. 

In  proposing  a new  system  of  large  institutions,  to  fill  which 
several  counties  would  have  to  furnish  the  cases,  it  appears  to  be 
most  suitable  to  make  the  whole  of  the  cost  payable  out  of  the 
county  rates,  with  the  aid  of  a Treasury  grant  of  say  6s.  per  week 
for  the  education  and  training  of  those  under  twenty,  and  of  4s.  per 
week  for  adults. 

The  area  of  taxation  should  be  the  whole  of  the  country,  and  the 
total  cost  of  all  the  institutions  should  be  returned  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  who  would  divide  the  amount  rateably  amongst 
the  counties  according  to  population,  and  require  each  to  pay  its 
quota  out  of  the  county  rate,  in  the  same  way  as  the  Metropolitan 
Asylum  Board  now  sends  its  precepts  to  the  unions  within  the  Metro- 
politan area. 

Though  not  in  accordance  with  the  present  incidence  of  taxation, 
either  in  the  Metropolis  or  the  counties,  that  tiie  whole  cost  of 
buildings,  staff  and  maintenance  should  be  tints  paid  by  a county  rate, 
supplemented  by  the  above  Treasury  allowances,  it  seems  better  that 
it  should  be,  than  by  a division  between  county  and  union  rates, 
which  would  greatly  increase  the  difficulty  in  apportioning  and 
collecting  from  a vast  number  of  unions;  and  no  injustice  would  be 
done,  inasmuch  as  the  ratio  of  imbeciles  is  nearly  the  same  through- 
out the  kingdom.  Considering  how  desirable  it  is  for  educational  and 
economical  reasons  to  have  training  schools  of  500,  and  custodial 


institutions  of  2,000,  it  would  be  highly  inconvenient  to  make  any 
arbitrary  division  of  the  country  into  unions  of  counties,  but  the 
institutions  should  be  placed  wherever  needed,  under  the  local 
management  of  Boards  to  be  constituted. 

LEGISLATION  AS  TO  IMBECILE  AND  OTHER  AFFLICTED 
CHILDREN  AND  ADULTS  AFFECTING  THE  WHOLE 
COUNTRY. 

[25  and  26  Viet.,  c.  43,  1862.] 

Sec.  1. — “The  Guardians  of  any  parish  or  union  may  send  any 
poor  child  to  any  school  certified  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and 
supported  wholly  or  partially  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  the 
managers  of  which  shall  be  willing  to  receive  such  child,  and  may 
pay  out  of  the  funds  in  their  possession  the  expenses  incurred  in  the 
maintenance,  clothing  and  education  of  such  child  during  the  time 
such  child  shall  remain  at  such  school  (not  exceeding  the  total  sum 
which  would  have  been  charged  for  the  maintenance  of  such  child  if 
relieved  in  the  workhouse  during  the  same  period"),  and  in  the 
conveyance  of  such  child  to  and  from  the  same,  and  in  the  case  of 
death,  the  expenses  of  his  or  her  burial.” 

Sec.  10. — “ The  word  1 school’  shall  extend  to  any  institution 
established  for  the  instruction  of  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  lame,  deformed, 
or  idiotic  persons,  but  shall  not  apply  to  any  certified  reformatory 
school.” 

[31  and  32  Viet.,  c.  122,  1868.] 

Sec.  13. — “ The  Guardians  of  any  union  or  parish  may,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  send  an  idiotic  pauper  to  an  asylum 
or  establishment  for  the  reception  and  relief  of  idiots  maintained  at 
the  charge  of  the  county  rate  or  by  private  subscription,  and  they 
may  with  the  like  consent  send  any  idiotic,  imbecile  or  insane  pauper 
who  may  lawfully  be  detained  in  a workhouse  to  the  workhouse  of 
any  other  union  or  parish,  and  pay  the  cost  of  the  maintenance, 
clothing  and  lodging  of  such  pauper  in  the  asylum,  establishment  or 
workhouse,  as  well  as  the  cost  of  his  conveyance  thereto  or  his 
removal  therefrom,  and  the  expenses  of  his  burial  when  necessary. 

[12  and  13  Viet.,  c.  103,  1849.] 

Sec.  14. — “Where  the  workhouse  of  any  union  or  parish  shall  be 
governed  and  regulated  by  rules,  orders  or  regulations  of  the  Poor 
Law  Board,  the  Guardians  of  the  union  or  parish  to  which  such 
workhouse  belongs,  in  case  of  the  overcrowding  of  the  workhouse  of 
another  union  or  parish,  or  the  prevalence  or  reasonable  apprehension 
of  any  epidemic  or  contagious  disease,  or  in  or  towards  the  carrying 
out  any  legal  resolution  for  the  emigration  of  poor  persons,  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  receive,  lodge  and  maintain 
in  the  first  mentioned  workhouse,  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be 
mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  respective  Boards  of  Guardians,  any 
poor  person  belonging  to  such  other  parish  or  union  ; and  such  poor 
person  so  received  into  such  first  mentioned  workhouse  shall  while 
therein  be  treated  in  all  respects  in  like  manner,  and  be  subject  to 
the  same  regulations  and  liabilities  as  other  poor  persons  therein,  and 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  chargeable  in  the  first  instance  to  the  common 
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fund  of  the  union,  or  to  the  parish  in  the  workhouse  whereof  such 
poor  person  shall  be  received.  Provided  always  that  the  abiding  of 
any  such  poor  person  in  such  workhouse  shall  in  all  other  respects  be 
attended  with  the  same  legal  consequences  as  if  such  workhouse  had 
been  situated  within  the  union  or  parish  from  which  such  poor  person 
shall  have  been  sent.” 

[14  and  15  Viet.,  c.  105,  1851.] 

Sec.  4. — “ Whereas  doubts  have  been  entertained  with  regard  to 
the  legal  authority  of  Guardians  to  subscribe  towards  the  funds  of 
any  hospital  or  infirmary.  Be  it  enacted  that  the  Guardians  of  any 
union  or  parish  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Poor  Law  Board,  pay 
out  of  the  common  fund  of  such  union,  or  in  the  case  of  a parish, 
out  of  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  such  Guardians,  any  sum  of  money 
as  an  annual  subscription  towards  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
any  public  hospital  or  infirmary  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  diseased, 
disabled  or  wounded  persons,  or  of  persons  suffering  from  any  perma- 
nent or  natural  infirmity.” 

[39  and  40  Viet.,  c.  61,  1876.] 

Sec.  22. — “ The  provision  in  the  14th  Section  of  the  Poor  Law 
Amendment  Act,  1849,  which  enables  Guardians  of  a union  or  parish 
to  contract  to  receive  in  their  workhouse  certain  paupers  chargeable 
to  some  other  union  or  parish,  shall  be  extended  to  the  managers  of 
a district  or  other  asylum  for  the  reception  of  paupers,  and  to  every 
case  where  the  Local  Government  Board  shall  deem  it  expedient, 
and  shall  give  their  assent,  until  such  consent  shall  be  withdrawn.” 

[42  and  43  Viet.,  c.  54,  1879.] 

Sec.  10. — “ Whereas  by  Section  4 of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment 
Act,  1851,  Guardians  are  authorized,  with  such  consent  as  is  therein 
mentioned,  to  subscribe  towards  the  support  and  maintenance  of  any 
public  hospital  or  infirmary  as  therein  mentioned,  and  it  is  expedient 
to  extend  the  same  section,  be  it  therefore  enacted  as  follows : — The 
provisions  of  the  said  section  shall  extend  to  authorize  the  Guardians, 
with  such  consent  as  is  therein  mentioned,  to  subscribe  towards  any 
asylum  or  institution  for  blind  persons,  or  for  deaf  and  dumb  persons, 
or  for  persons  suffering  from  any  permanent  or  natural  infirmity,  or 
towards  any  association  or  society  for  aiding  such  persons,  or  for 
providing  nurses,  or  for  aiding  girls  or  boys  in  service,  or  towards 
any  other  asylum  or  institution  which  appears  to  the  Guardians,  with 
such  consent  as  aforesaid,  to  be  calculated  to  render  useful  aid  in  the 
administration  of  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

“ Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize 
any  subscription  to  any  asylum  or  institution  unless  the  Local 
Government  Board  be  satisfied  that  the  paupers  under  the  Guardians 
have  or  could  have  assistance  therein  in  case  of  necessity.” 

[42  and  43,  Viet.,  c.  54.] 

Sec.  8. — “ Where  on  any  representation  it  appears  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  the  combination  of  two  or  more  unions  not 
in  the  Metropolis  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  relief  of  the  poor,  would  tend  to  diminish  expense  or  would 
otherwise  be  of  public  or  local  advantage,  the  Board  may  with  the 
consent  of  the  Guardians  of  the  unions  to  be  combined,  make  an 
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order  for  combining  such  unions  for  the  purposes  named  therein,  and 
for  constituting  for  the  execution  of  such  purposes  a joint  Committee 
of  the  Guardians  of  each  of  the  combined  unions.  The  order  shall 
define  the  powers,  rights,  duties,  liabilities  and  obligations  of  the 
joint  Committee,  the  mode  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  joint 
Committee,  and  any  other  matter  or  thing  (including  the  adjustment 
of  present  and  future  liabilities  and  property),  which  it  appears 
necessary  or  proper  to  regulate  for  the  better  carrying  into  effect  the 
order. 

“ The  Guardians  of  a union  included  in  such  combination  shall, 
save  as  otherwise  provided  by  the  order,  cease  to  exercise  any  power 
and  rights,  and  to  be  subject  to  any  duties,  liabilities  and  obligations, 
vested  by  the  order  in  the  joint  Committee.  All  property  required 
by  the  joint  Committee  shall  be  vested  in  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
of  the  unions,  included  in  the  combination  as  tenants  in  common. 
An  order  may  be  made  for  amending,  adding  to,  or  revoking  any 
order  previously  made  under  this  section.” 

LEGISLATION  AS  TO  IMBECILE  AND  OTHER  AFFLICTED 
CHILDREN  AND  ADULTS  WITHIN  THE  METROPOLITAN 
AREA. 

[30  Viet.,  c.  6,  1867.] 

By  the  Act  30  Viet.,  cap.  6,  called  “ The  Metropolitan  Poor  Act, 
1867,  entitled  an  Act  for  the  Establishment  in  the  Metropolis  of 
Asylums  for  the  Sick,  Insane,  and  other  Classes  of  Poor,  and  of  Dis- 
pensaries.” And  for  the  distribution  over  the  Metropolis  of  portions 
of  the  charge  for  poor  relief,  it  is  provided  that — 

Sec.  5. — “ Asylums  to  be  supported  and  managed  according  to 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  may  be  provided  under  this  Act  for  recep- 
tion and  relief  of  the  sick,  insane,  or  infirm,  or  other  class  or  classes 
of  the  poor,  chargeable  in  unions  and  parishes  in  the  Metropolis,  and 
in  this  Act  the  term  asylum  means  an  asylum  provided  under  this 
Act.” 

Sec.  6. — “ In  order  to  the  provision  of  asylums  the  Poor  Law 
Board  may  from  time  to  time,  by  order,  combine  into  districts, 
unions,  or  parishes,  or  unions  and  parishes  in  the  Metropolis,  as  they 
think  fit,  and  may  from  time  to  time  alter  any  such  district  by  ad- 
dition, sub-division,  separation  of  part,  or  otherwise.” 

Sec.  61. — The  expenses  to  be  provided  out  of  the  Metropolitan 
Common  Poor  Fund. 

Sec.  15. — “ The  Poor  Law  Board  may  from  time  to  time  by  order 
direct  the  managers  to  purchase  or  hire,  or  to  build,  and  in  either 
case  to  fit  up  a building  or  buildings  for  the  asylum  of  such  nature 
and  size  and  according  to  such  plan,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Poor 
Law  Board  think  fit,  and  the  managers  shall  carry  such  directions 
into  execution.” 

Sec.  22. — “ The  managers  shall  have  the  like  powers  as  Guardians 
for  the  relief,  maintenance,  and  management  of  the  inmates  of  the 
asylum,  and  shall  from  time  to  time  provide  such  medicines,  appli- 
ances, and  requisites  for  the  medical  and  surgical  care  and  treatment 
of  the  inmates,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  furnished  and  used  accord- 
ing to  such  rules  as  the  Poor  Law  Board  from  time  to  time  by  order 
direct.” 
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[39  and  40  Viet.,  c.  61,  1876.] 

Sec.  40. — “ Whereas  doubts  have  been  entertained  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  powers  given  to  the  Poor  Law  Board  by  Sections  5 and  6 ot 
the  Metropolitan  Poor  Act,  1867.  It  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared 
that  those  powers  may  be  exercised  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  order  to  the  provision  of  asylums,  workhouses,  or  other  buildings 
for  the  reception  of  any  class  or  classes  of  the  poor  in  the  Me- 
tropolis.” 

January,  1880. 
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